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FEE following Addreſs was 
$ 4 _ drawn up by the author, 
with a ſincere deſign to con tribute 
his mite towards farthering the much | 
wiſhed-for Relief in the matter of 
Subſcription, He is, entirely, a vo- 
lunteer. He was neither requeſted 
to be engaged, nor employed in the 
ſervice; but entered upon it of bis 
don accord. Should any of his 
brethren be diſpleaſed with him, he 
: hath only to ſay in his vindication, 
that every man hath a right to de- 
fend his principles, upon his own 
ground. His deſign is good: it is 
to ſerve the cauſe and intereſt of - 
PR: . which, in the 
words 
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1 ADVERTISEMENT. 
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words of the late pious and . 

Mr. Whiſton, he thinks, is ſo far 
from being eſtabliſhed, chat it is not 

. on this day, even gall a in 


| Oktober ziſt, 1772. 
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Gentlemen of all Denominations, &c. 
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HE © geen of bath wed a 
ways been leſs anxious about their 

| religious, than about their civil li- 

berties; for the inconveniencies ariſing | 

from r ſtate of flavery,' being too palpable 

and numerous to be patiently ſubmitted to, 


they muſt naturally have wiſhed to deliver 


themſelves from the galling yoke.” But in 
matters of religion, provided the prince 
and the prieſt were ſatisfied with a mode- 


rate part of their poſſeſſions, they ſeem to 


have been little diſpoſed to queſtion their 
authority. "That this was remarkably the 
ö „ cale 
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ſs in Britain, e from our general | 
Aae. . 5 8 
We have, for many centuries, deem 
warmly contending for our civil Tights * 
but till the Reformation, in the reign of 
Henry the eighth, very few ſeem to have 
had any apprehenſions of their religious 
rights. From that period to the preſent 
day, the ſubje& hath been diligently and 
carefully ſtudied ; and, now, is perfectly 
underſtood. It is above a century ſince 
the right of private judgment, in religi- 
ous matters, was publicly aſſerted by the 
eſtabliſhed, and by the diflenting Clergy, 
But it is to the writings of the immortal 
Locke that we owe the full diſcuſſion of 
this truly important ſubject. The glo- 
rious Revolution not only firmly eſta- 
bliſhed the principles of the Britiſh con- 
ſtitution, which had been much injured 
by ſeveral of our monarchs, eſpecially by 
thoſe of the Stuart line; but it alſo laid 
a foundation for the eaten of our 
religious liberties. e 
The Reformation from ner as na- 
torally might be eee was very de- 
: feives 5 


1 1 
fective j and to our diſgrace it muſt be 
ſaid, that it continues, ſtill, in much the 
ſame imperfect ſtate: for though our civil 
tights are in no great danger, yet are we 

_ \ftill cloſely bound in eccleſiaſtical fetters 
and while; in words, we acknowledge 
only one maſter in religious matters, yet 
re we tied down to the ſubſcription: of 
human formularies and articles of faith. 
Nor is this the worſt of our caſe : for 
when a loyal, peaceable, and reſpectable 
body of men, humbly pray for relief in 
the affair of Subſcription, their petition is 
rejected, through the influence of perſons 
_, whoſe characters, abilities, and offices; 
dught to have engaged them in the ſame 
teaſonable meaſure. , Of this we have had 
a late very remarkable inſtance ! for when 
an application was made, near the cloſe 
of the laſt ſeſſion of parliament, for an 
enlargement of the Toleration Act, the 
bill, after having paſſed the Houſe of 
Commons, was thrown out of {Re Houſe 
of Peers, by a great majority. Flt 
One would be inclined to thitk, that 
ſo ſtrong an oppoſition, as Was made to 
„„ | * this 


ä as) 


* this bill, muſt have been owing . to 
its unreaſonablneſs, or to its being ſome 
way detrimental to the ſtate; neither of 
which can, with the leaſt ſhadow of 
truth, be alleged: for nothing was deſired 
but what was perfectly conſiſtent with the 
5 of nature, with Chriſtianity, and 
with ſound policy. Nay, I will add, that 
the paſſing of the bill would have been, not 
only the honour, but alſo the wiſdom and 
intereſt of both church and ſtate. It 
muſt, indeed, appear not a little ſtrange to 
an attentive mind, that a meaſure ſo juſt 
and reaſonable, ſhould meet with the 
leaſt oppoſition, in ſo enlightened an age 
and nation; that one man could be found 
who ſhould object to a bill, grounded . 
on the firſt principles of human nature. 
But ſuch men there were, among even 
thoſe: who are, I believe, truly ſuppoſed to 
have enlarged minds, and well cultivated 
underſtandings. _ 

But our amazement muſt be raiſed ſtill 
meh higher, when we reflect, that our 
adverſaries, themſelves, do. actually confeſs 
be ſtatutes now in force againſt Noncon- 
| formiſts, | 


— 


N 


formiſts, to Mt ſo ſevere, ** that no man 
can have a heart to put them in execu- 
_ « tion.” That they are, indeed, ſevere, 
will appear from the following brief exa- 
mination of thghem. | 72 
- Proteſtant Diſſenting Miniſters, by the 
Toleration Act, are exempted from the 
penal laws, made againſt nonconformity, 
only on conditions of taking the oaths of 
allegiance and ſupremacy, making and 
- ſubſcribing the Declaration againſt | Po- 
pery, and ſubſcribing alſo the Articles of 
the Church of England, except the thir- 
 ty-fourth, -thirty-fifth, thirty-ſixth, and 
part of the twentieth Article. Antipe- 
dobaptiſts are farther excuſed from ſub- 
ſcribing : that part of the twenty-ſeventh | 
Article, which relates to e . 
8 „„ 3 
Every Proteſtant Didenting Minifte, 
: hid who doth not ſubſcribe the 
doctrinal Articles of the Church of Eng- 
land, is thereby excluded from the bene- 
fit of the Act of Toleration, and is expoſ- 
ed to the penalties of all the laws before 
in force, againſt Nonconforming Mini- 
'B I, ers: : 


1 


ſters: They are not to: come, or be 
4 unleſs in pafling upon 1 the road, within 
five miles of any city, town corporate, 
* or borough that ſends burgeſſes to par- 
te liament ; or within five miles o any 
« pariſh, town, or place, where they have 
te taken upon them to preach; upon for- 
= feiture, for every ſuch offence, of the 
** ſum of forty pounds; one third to the 
king, another third to the poor of the 
b pariſh, and another to him that ſhall 
* ſue for it;“ and if ſuch a perſon keep a 
ſchool, he ſhall forfeit likewiſe for every 
ſuch offence, 60 forty pounds; and any 
2 two juſtices of the peace may, upon 
. oath made of any of theſe. offences, 
% commit ſuch offender for fix months, 
* without bail or main- prize. 1 | 

are alſo liable, on conviction upon oath, 
| off two witneſſes, before one, or more 
juſtices « of the! peace, of having preached; 3 
for the firſt offence, to a penalty of twenty 
| pounds 3 and for every ſuch offence af 
2 terwards, to a penalty of forty pounds. 
And by another act, for every ſuch of- 
ö fonery they” are liable to ſuffer threg | 


wege 


> 


| 


parties, that in matters of religion, w 


and R 


« 7 9 „„ 
3 impriſonment, 1n dee common . 5 
woithout bait or main- prixe. And every 
time they 'adminifter the Lord's: Supper, 
they are liable to a penalty of one hun- 
dred pounds; one moiety to the king} 
another moiety to be divided between the 
Poor of the pariſh, and ſuch perſon or 
perſons as ſhall fue for the fame by action 
of debt, bill, plaint, or information, in 
any court of record, wherein no eſſoign 
11 or wager of kau ſhall be al- 
fowed. 1 "ng 
'To theſe Nbers Peta ſuch Prote2 
ſtant Diſſenting Miniſters, as have not 
. ſubſcribed the Articles before · mentioned 
are expoſed: and, in the laft cafe,” a Vefy 
ample reward is propoſed to every proſe 


% 


' Chtor, out of the forfeiture incurred; And 
the roſetution is, at the fame” tins) 5 


mad as eaſy as poſſible ?. 084 166 ade; 
Tt is now pretty well aphibd; by ul 


ate accountable el to God. 80 long at 
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| our principles 1 en do not cauſe 
us, actually, to injure our neighbour, the 
civil magiſtrate has no concern with them; 55 
for no man, or body of men, have any 
power over conſcience. We are all, in 
this reſpect, free by nature: we have 
rights which we cannot part with, which 

we cannot give up, without incurring the 
aggravated guilt of high treaſon againſt 


the one Supreme Majeſty. of heaven and 


earth. That which is our own, we may. 
give up; but our conſciences are not our 
own, They are God's property; and, 
therefore, not ſubjeck to any earthly 
power. Nothing more need be faid to 
new, the ſeverity and Impicty of ſuch 
ſtatutes. ie a Kees 

bia the . * ſubſcription to 
human articles of faith, is not only un- 
juſt, but alſo altogether ineffectual and ab- 
ſurd. Fines, pains, and impriſonments, 
have often made hypocrites, but nevet 
made ſound believers, ar good, men: the 
reaſon is plain, no force can be applied 
tot conſcience. By the law of nature and 
reaſon, e conſtraint 1 in religious 
1 | Is matters 


” 
” 
55 
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190 


matters is as ineffectual and abſurd, as it 
is eee, er ns 
"A confirm this reaſoning, we watt? 
if it were neceſſary, produce many paſſ- 
ages from the ſacred writers. The 
office of the civil magiſtrate is pointed 
out by them in ſo clear a manner, that 
it cannot be eaſily miſtaken; nor, indeed. 
would it ever have been a ſubject of de- 
bate, had not pride and pre- eminence, 
ambition and avarice, nen place on real 
benevolence to mankind. © : 
Thus St. Paul, in the thirteenth pe 
of his Epiſtle. to the Romans, ſtrictly 
recommends obedience to the higher 
Powers, becauſe, «c Rulers ' are not a 
© terror to good works, but to the evil.” 
They are miniſters of God to us for 
good.“ That this power committed to 
the civil magiſtrate, extends not to mat- 
ters of conſcience, undeniably appears 
from St. Paul's own conduct; for though 
he was frequently, and rigoroul] y, charged 
not to preach. the Goſpel, and, actually, 
| was ſeveral times puniſhed for ſo doing; 
yet he never n N at laſt ſuffered 
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cauſe of Chriſt. Hence, then, it muſt 
be evident, that his exhortations to ſub- 
mit to the higher Powers, have not 
the moſt diſtant reſpect to matters of re- 
ligion; for, otherwiſe, his directions and | 
his conduct would have been at irrecon- 
cileable variance. 1 8 
Indeed, the power of 80 magiſtrate, 
with regard to civil matters, is confined 


within certain limits. Paſhve Obedience to 


the imperiaus mandates of a tyrannical, 


ambitious prince, is as repugnant to the 


laws of nature, as it is to the principles of 
the Britiſh conſtitution; for it is an affront 
to common . ſenſe, to ſuppoſe, that the 
lives and properties of millions, ought 


to be ſubject to the caprice and humour 


of any one rice however exalted 
his ſtation, or illuſtrious his deſcent, 
But, at nk. I have no concern with 


the power of the magiſtrate in civil af 


fairs: The ſubject I am | conſidering is 


religious liberty, which is the birth-right 


of every man; which he i is entitled to, 


on the 8 of natural law, or 


W 
equity, and of Chriſtianity." For that rear 
ſon, the Proteſtant Diſſenting Miniſters, 
in applying to parliament for relief in 
' the matter of ſubſcription, were not only | 
excuſable, but alſo highly deſerving of f 
pPraiſe, T hey acted like men, and like 
Chriſtians, who are expreſsly commanded 
by their Divine and only Legiſlator, to 
call ng man father upon earth, in matters 
of religion; for one is chen Faden ny" ; 
he is in heaven *. by 
But farther, to FO n the projets: 
of our bill, would not only have been 
agreeable to the law af nature and of 
Chriſtianity, but it would alſo, at this 
time, have been ſound: policy for be- 
fides that ſpirit of enquiry, in religious 
matters, which now prevails. through 
the nation, particularly manifeſted by 2 
very conſiderable . body of worthy and 
ious Clergymen of the eſtabliſhment * 
to ſay the truth, the Proteſtant Diſſent- 
ers are too reſpectable and numerous, tc 
be Hens with, diſreſpect. 1 . 


PF 1 
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„ 612 * 
tins to. o their country, would, ſurely, 
rejoice in an opportunity to promote 
the caſe and comfort of thoſe, who, at 
all times, have proved themſelves friends 
to its Liberties: and who have been 
more diſtinguiſhed as ſuch than the Pro- 
teſtant Diſſenters ? It is well known, 
that they have always been the trueſt 
and the ſteadieſt aſſerton of 9 re- 
ligious and civil. | 
In their 5 0 to ike: George! ths 
Firſt, they expreſſed themſelves after this 
manner: We deſire nothing more than 
to enjoy our civil rights, with a full 
e liberty. to profeſs our own religious 
« ſentiments, which we take to be a 
* privilege due to all men. We have 
a been always ready to aſſiſt the Church 
« of England in defence of the Proteſt- 
t ant religion, when in real and immi- 
<« nent danger, being agreed with them, 
« and all Proteſtant Churches in thoſe 
<< principles that began the Reformation, 
« and which alone can juſtify * 18 15 
. it. N 
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r | When 


45 13 „ 5 

15 00 When there has. been a defign_ to 
1 introduce popery and arbitrary power, 
« the Proteſtant Diſſenters have gene- 
he rally been firſt attacked, nor know we 
„any other reaſon, why we have now 
* ſuffered the outrage of Papiſts, Non- 
« jurors, and other diſaffected perſons, 
* but that they were ſure we were a 
body of men fixed in our duty to your 
« majeſty, and lay moſt expoſed to po- 
* pular inſults.” That this is a true re- 

_ preſentation of the political conduct of 
the Proteſtant Diſſenters, will 7 from 

a brief ſurvey of it. | 
Though, for above a century, they kinve | 
been every. year, ſolemnly, out of the 
_ pulpit, ſtigmatized with the murder of 
Charles the Firſt; yet, if the moſt au- 
thentic records may be credited, they 
are entirely innocent of the charge. 
This undeniably appears from the pre- 
amble to the Act of Attainder of the 
King's Judges, paſſed upon the Reſtora- 
tion of Charles the Second, where it is 
ſaid, That the execrable murder of his 
_ ue: father Was committed 4 b party 


of 


TY 


u# of 1 men, / MON 


s and hardened in theit impiety.” And, af- 


ter adding ſome things more to the ſame 


8 purpoſe, it ſays, Thus the fanatic rage 


* of a few miſcreants, who were neithet 
true Proteſtants, nor good ſubjects, 
# ſtands imputed by our adverſaries, to 
tc the whole nation: we therefore re- 


1 Hounce, abominate, and proto againſt 


NC 


This is the language of that Conven- 
tion Parliament which reſtored Charles 
the Second, in which were many zealous 
Diſſenters, who never would have con- 
ſented to blacken their characters after 


5 this manner. The truth i is, the men cons 


cerned in the death of Charles the F irſt, 


were à mixture of all Perſuaſions, many 
of them men of no principles +; 


When that unhappy prince took ſuck 


long ſtrides to enſlave his ſubjects, the 


Diſſenters were among the firſt who op- 


7 his arbitrary meaſures ; but when | 


+ Neale's Hiſtory of the Puritans. Val. I. ch. 10. | 


at the end. 2 1 a edition. 


8 FE 


and 


- found that i it was determined fo put 
him to death, they immediately inter- 


eſted themſelves in his behalf. The very 


night before King Charles was beheaded, 


about ſixty Nonconformiſt Miniſtersfigned 


an addreſs to the general, and council 
of war, againſt that violent meaſure; 


and when the ſpirit of the men, then in 
power, is duly conſidered, their ſo doing 
was no ſmall proof ef their 1 * 


eour age. 
On the orofpedl « a Retorte, to 
which, indeed, they contributed not a lit- 


tle, they chearfully united to place Charles 
the Second on the throne of his anceſtors: 
but, unhappily for themſelves, and for 


their poſterity, they neglected their own 
fecurity. Unhappily for themſelves, I 
ſay, for in a little more than two years, 


about two thouſand of their Miniſters were 


ſilenced, and deprived of their hvings; the 


greater part of whom, with their families, 
were left in a ſtarving condition, Thus their 
faithful ſervices were rewarded. Indeed, 


during the whole of that infamous reigu, | 


— — 


5 . ²˙·m ²˙¹ mum. ²uwꝗAn. Ü 


1e 5 

they were OT with the utmoſt ſeve- 
rity, and the moſt of thoſe penal ſta- 
tutes were. enacted, of which they now 
ſo juſtly: complain. However, it muſt 
be acknowledged, that Charles the Second 
treated, not only the Diſſenters, but all 
his. beſt friends, with very great ingrati- 
tude. The neglect of our forefathers to 
ſecure. themſelves at the Reſtoration, is 
attended with unhappy conſequences alſo 
to their poſterity: for we are now ſub- 
ject to all the pains and penalties of the 
above mentioned ſtatutes; unleſs we ſub- 
mit to an uſurpation utterly inconſiſtent 
with our firſt princi ples as Proteſtant Diſ- 
ſenters,, that is, ee to human 
articles of. faith. | | 8 

Again, when the nation was deeded . 
with popery and ſlavery in the ſucceeding 
reign, who more chearfully joined, even 
their perſecutors ®, , to withſtand the vio- | 


* TY is well 3 that n many 8 approved of, and 
| joined in enacting the penal laws againſt the Diſſenters, 
in Charles the Second's reign, were eee . 


| icy to the Revolution. 


669 
lences and arbitrary meaſutes of chat | 
infatuated prince, James the Second 1 
Their ſteady attachment to the liber- 
ties of their country appeared uniformly 

throughout the whole of King Wilen 3 
and of Queen Anne's reign. . , 
= The arbitrary and ae con- 
duct of two miniſters of ſtate, who 
though brought up among the Diſſenters, 
yet diſgraced the latter part of Queen 
Anne's reign, was not owing, as Sir 
Richard Steele ſaid, to their being “ ſtill 
« Preſbyterians in their hearts *,” but 


4 it is commonly objected to the Didentets that they 
preſented addreſſes of thanks to Kin ng James on account 
of his Declaration for liberty of conſeience. That part 
of their conduct cannot perhaps be wholly juſtified, 
though ſomething may be faid in their, defence, The 
had for many years been very much injured in their 
perſons and property; and, no doubt, did rejoice in a 
reſpite from their ſufferings. This was natural, but as 
' ſoon as ever they began to think of the matter they 
ſaw the King's deſign, and were among the firſt who 
declared for the Revolution. Beſides, as far as I nor 
remember, this. is the only inſtance wherein the Di- 
ſenters ever diſcovered the leaſt e of oo 
and unconſtitutional mefſures. = 
* * Engliſhman, Ne. 57 at che cloſe. _ 
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to their having altogether nunca? the 
principles in Which they ad been edu- 


1 


cated, and to their having embraced 
. others, which wete more favourable to | 


their: ſelfiſh and ambitious views. 


On the acceſſion of the ts 


family to the throne of theſe kingdoms, 


the Diffenters ſhewed their loyalty i in a 


particular manner; eſpecially in contri- 
buting both men and money to quell 
the rebellion in the year 1715 *. Their 


attachment to the Hanover ſucceſſion, 
was, indeed, plainly proved by the rage 
and fury of the jacobitical party againſt 
their perſons, and places of worſhip ; 
many of which, in town and country, 
were deſtroyed by the ignorant and bi- 


gotted rabble of that impudent and con- 
temptible tool of '-Hligh-charch, Sache- 


| ve rel. 


From tlie y year 1715.1 to the” year 1745, 


they were not called ant, by any public 


= The kein of Newcaſtle, who then were moſtly 
Difſenters, offered a body of ſeven hundred men, who 
ſhould join the aſſociation within the , at any 
ume, at half an hour's W 2 


event, 


+. 
* 
A 
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event to ſignalize ie as een 


to the houſe of Brunſwick: but their be- 
haviour in that memorable year was ſuch, 


as ought not ſoon to be forgotten. | 
Let us then particularly enquire what 


1201 the Proteſtant Diſſenters took: let 
us · ſee how, they behaved at that perilous 
time, when ſeveral of their fellow - ſub- a 


jects, aided by foreign troops, raiſed a 
' rebellion againſt their lawful ſovereign, 


and aimed at the de of: our Us | 


berties. 5 
Be it e to 4 eckfing hes 


nour, that vor ONE SINGLE PROTESTANT. 5 


DISSENTER, . OF ANY: DRNOMINATIeN, 


either Engliſh or Welch, was found in 
the rebel army. On the contrary, they 
_ exerted all their intereſt and e in 
85 the ſupport of government. F120 


When the late duke of Moritagu. | 


C2 IT turned 


i 


4 


' raiſed a regiment of horſe to oppoſe 
the rebels, ſeveral reſpectable and weal- 
thy diffenting houſekeepers and -tradef- 
men, in the county of Northampton, 
* enliſted for that ſervice; and after the 
„ ſixteenth of April, 1746, re- 


— 


T1 
| ned ie to their 8 and bu- 
ſineſs. In ſhort, the Proteſtant Diſſent⸗ 
ers have, in the moſt diſtrefling times, 
given very ſignal diſplays of their loyalty 
to their king, and'of love to their coun- 
try; and ſurely, therefore; are entitled 
to the countenance and favour of both 
Prince and people. I cannot believe that 
any ONE of the Brunſwick line will neg- 
lect an opportunity to ſhew his eſteem, 
J was going to ſay, his gratitude, to a 
body of men who have always given the 


ſtrongeſt proofs of loyalty to his family. 


I cannot, therefore, believe that govern- 
ment interfered, much leſs, that it ex- 
erted its influence, to throw the Diſſent- 
ers Bill out of the Houſe of Lords. That 
could only proceed from the interference 
of the biſhops. ' 
But we are told, that to FA granted the 
prayer of the Diſſenters Bill, would have 
been been injurious to the eſtabliſhed 
church, 
Lam very -Gnkible,. that this is a . 
licate ſubje& : however, I will ſpeak my 
mind freely, and only beg leave to aſſure 


40 21 55 
che candid reader, that my: pen is not 
guided by envy, or ill will to any man 
alive, but by a ſincere regard for the cauſe 
and intereſt, i9f mY: only Ae and Ne, a 
Jean Chriſt, | 
My Lordg,; —_ . 3 
| the. Proteſtant. diſſenting Clergy, had 
been ſucceſsſul in their late application 
to Parliament, and had obtained an en- 


largement of the Toleration Act, how 


feed, my Lords, if that he the caſe, 


could the Church be affected by it? 
Would the Church be endangered by 
granting relief to conſcience in matters 
of ſubſcription ? Cannot the Church then 
4 ſubſiſt and flouriſh, or even be ſafe, if 
mankind enjoy their natural rights? In- 
qu 
have acted 4, very impolitic part, in nat 
granting the Niſſenters petition; for oh 
have, unfortynately, hinted at a ſecret, 
which ſhould not have been known, no- 
not ſo much as ſuſpected; becauſe. every 

man muſt be convinced, that i it is better 


every Church ſhould totally periſh, the 
derive its exiſtence and ſupport, from ſo 


vyjuſt and inhuman a procedures, as the 


FL 03: keeping 


622 


keeping of mankind in Siritual marery, 
and depriving them of the common * 
"and privileges of their nature. 
The inſinuating that the Church of 
England would be in danger, had the 
ilk Randy Was, allo, en us rather 


We know mar ahe [Church of Chriſt 
cannot be in danger; ; for he hath: him- 
ſelf expreſsly told us, that the gates of 
* hell ſhall not prevail againſt it“. i Every 3 
church, therefore, that is in danger, 
muſt, at leaſt, in ſome things, YE n- 
ene from the Church of Chriſt. 
But, after all, what would the Church | 
of England have loft, had our Bill paſſed? | 
J cannot ſee how it could any way be 
affected. 1 think that it would be juſt 
the ſame it now is. It would have 
its archbffhops, biſhops; deuns, canons, 
ptebendaries, archdeacons, Cc. &c. for 
dhe petitioningDiſſenting Miniſters courted 
not theſe honours. They only humbly 
8 for Swat in n tber on wre N 
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ſi They wn defired a legal ſecurity 5 
to preach the Goſpel, as they take it, in its 
original ſimplicity and purity. The warmeſt 
friends to the petitioners, be aſſured, my 
Lords, had no other end in view. WT a> 
When I firſt heard that you, my 
Lords, the Biſhops, were averſe to the 
prayer of our: Bill, I could not fully give 
credit to the report; becauſe I had been 
informed, that your preſent venerable 
bench confiſted of gentlemen, liberal, 
candid, and benevolent. - Indeed, with 
reſpect to many of. the eſtabliſhed clergy 
in inferior ſtations, from my own expe- 
rience, I know this to be true; for which 
reaſon, I was ſtrongly inclined to believe 
that the report was altogether ground- 
leſs. But now, I perceive, that however 
moderate, liberal, and candid, the gene- 
rality of the clergy are, yet the higheſt 
dignitaries in the Church, are not like 
minded; for, ſorry Lam to ſay it, out 
of twenty⸗-ſix biſhops, | there was not 
ONE: who gave his voice in favour of as 

a reaſonable a Bill, as ever was e 


Gt the Houſe of Peers! 89 
| 2» 4 5 This 


' 


4 


+ 24 | | 
1 This cry of che danger of ch&Chuccby 
is not only impolitic, but it: is, now, ta 
very little purpoſe. Tima was, when 
this cry would have endangered the lives 
and properties 0 many of his majeſtyꝶ 


ſober and peaceable ſubjects ; but that 
time, thank God, is no mere. Mane 
kind are now become wiſer; than to be 
hurried into extravagance and folly, by 
the ĩmaginary fears of every ignorant and 
fanatical viſionary, or by the crafty and 
ſelfſiſn mancuvres of every age r 
ambitious. churchman. NA o een 
After all, hat are we adm by 
the Danger of the Church ?” Are we 
860 underſtand by it, that its temporal 
emoluments are in danger? Are they ſo 
Precarious, then, that a few poor Diſ- 
ſenting Miniſters can endanger them? 
Pitiable ſituation, indeed! However, my 
_ Lords, be under no apprehenſion on this 
account. The Diſſenting Miniſters have 
no ſecret deſign againſt the Church, nor 
did their petition mention it, but on- "_ 
Church, whoſe articles they deſited to be 
excuſed ſu bſcribing; and event that fa- 
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| vour they able, not 0 wach beeauls | 


not chuſe ee enen een 
formularies; for that is inconſiſtent with 
their very firſt eee nn 
6 Diſſenters. ent N * e en 
I muſt own it EY my opinion; that; 
if all temporal emoluments were taken 
aps f the Church would not- want mini- 
ſters. I entertain a much more favour- 
able judgment of the- Linperity and inte- 
grity c of the preſent elergy, than to ſups 
poſe that they regard only heir o.] per- 
ſenal advantage. >F4doubt? tive,” büt that 
many would chen be found to preach the 
Goſpe according to the Articles ; as there 
now are among Proteſtant Piſſenters, 
whoſe Churches fubſiſt, if not flouriſh, - 
without an” eſtabliſhment; and without 
its privileges. | Nonconforming Miniſters 3 
ate Well known to be as diligent (and la- 
borious in their work; as the moſt digi- 
ed, and beſt pajdioler ymam it the land; 
ey 1 believe, "alſo, that their abilities, 
natural and acquired, are not at al infe- 5 
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6 26 „ 
fior to any of the moſt diſtinguiſhed _ 
lities among the eſtabliſhed-Clergy.:: - 

But whatever may be thought of * 


ee, enlarging the Toleration Act, we can 


prove from experience, that it is altogether 
imaginary. Iappeal toyourſelves, my Lords, 


vy whether the eſtabliſhed Church in Ireland, 


hath; in the leaſt, been injured by the To- 
leration ; granted to Proteſtant Di flenters 
there, above half a century ago? I have 


not heard of any ſuch complaint. Beſides, 
you know, my Lords, that the Engliſh 


Diſſenters offered more than was required 
from the Iriſh; for they . propoſed a De- 


claration, that they believe that the 


Holy Scriptures of the Old and New 
« e t contain a — i y wy 


= oo & St 


yrs ara 8 _ Iridh Difleaters 


are eee to ſubſcribe the Decla- 
ration againſt Popery, and to take the 


daths of allegiancg and ſupremacy, which 


alſo; the Engliſh Diſſenters conſented to 


do. You; wall not, 1,truſt,. compliment 


the Iriſh Nonconformiſts ſo much, as to 
| . 


85 465 27 0 
5 think them a better tempered, and quĩeter 
people than the Engliſh. Sure I am, that 
you have no juſt reaſon for it; for in 
every emergency the latter have always 
behaved with the utmoſt loyalty to their 
king, and with the greateſt ee _ 
reſpect to the eſtabliſhed Church. 
I muſt own, that I think the Da. 
tion offered by the Committee, Was alto- 
gether unneceſſary, in itſelf, and ought 
not to have been required; becauſe mat 
ters of religion are entirely out of the ci- 
| vil magiſtrate's province.” But as ſome- - 4 
© "thing of the kind was expected the gen- 
tlemen of the Committee, in my opi- 
nion, acted very wiſely, when they pro- 
poſed, only, ſuch a Declaration, as all 
"Chriſtians ought to glory in, their deſign 
ö being, if poſſible, to ſecure ſo valuable and 
_ Important's' good, as the removal of ohh 
ſeription ON e AW Tat 
Here, 1 beg leave to offer a ing which 
they may enlarge upon at their leiſure, to 
thoſe of my worthy brethren, who object 
to the Declaration itſelf; who ſay, that 
. of the PIP __ be enn, 
to, 


wg 


& 


; Sleep to. job Pig tl 
10 the Declaration againſt Popery, and 
the oath of Supremacy, is, in evurn te- 
oy s ON Ez e ſpect, 


< 28.3. 


| * and a not to have been offered. I 
What is there-in-this; propoſed Declara- 


tion, which a. Chriſtian can be aſhamed 
of 3; It contains nothing but what all the 
primitiye Chriſtians univerſally  gloried 


ia. When called to appear before heathen | 


magiſtrates,. For / this very profeſſion, 
many of them ſuffered the moſt cruel 
and painful, deaths. The. hiſtory of the 
Church, eſpecially during the firſt centu- 
ries, affords very numerous and affecting 


Inſtances of. perſons who died martyrs to 
this Declaration; 3 and can any of us. haye : 


the leaſt gbjeQion to it? It is not an ag- 
knowledgment. of the civil, magiſtrate's 


authority in matters of faith, for it clear. 
Ay implies, a full and perfect diſavowal of 


at,. It ſays, that we receive the Scrip- 
et tures 1 the rule of our faith and prac- 
ice. And do not theſg words imply, 


that we ſubmit to no authority + a 


Chareh, ids to that of eee 


at Subſer a 


„ 
ſpeQ, and to all intents and purpoſes, as 
improper, and unjuſtifiable, as ſubſcrib= 
ing the Declaration propoſed by the Com- 
mittee. Both theſe are nearly connected 
with religious ſentiments; z, eſpecially the i 
laſt, the Oath of Supremacy; which, as 
| Diſſenters, you cannot ſubſcribe, except _ 
in a qualified ſenſe; becauſe you acknow- 


ledge no man your Maſter, i in r of 


Religion. 1 

But to return. The e of the 
3 Bench of Biſhops, to our bill, 
is not a little imprudent, if, as it is com- 
monly ſaid, Popery is gaining ground 
among us. I am rather inclined to be- 
lieve, that there is ſome truth in the re- 
port, eſpecially among the lower ranks of 
people, who, I am ſorry to ſay, are ſhame- 
fully neglected by thoſe to whoſe. care 
they are committed by the- laws of the 
land. The Diſſenting Miniſters have, a at 
all times, diſtinguiſhed themſelves as the 
able and the ready champions of Prote- 
ftantiſin. They have always chearfully | 
and willingly ſtood forth to curb the inſo- 
: ICE, wg the impudence of that dan- 
V Tr | gerous, 
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" Sow, blaſphemous, andi impious Church: 
Are they, my Lords, for that reaſon, to 
be kept in Haviſh ſubjection? Are they to 


be oppoſed in every meaſure they may 


| take to deliver. themſelves from impoſi- 


tion and oppreflions ? | Let not this be 
faid ; for the credit of the Church, let i it 
not be ſaid! ; 

With proper ſubmiſſion, my V Lords, J 


ſpeak it, you are not a little obliged to 
the Diſſenters. 
notice of what a venerable Biſhop once 
ſaid, that it was happy for the Church 
of England that there were 1 


Not to take particular 


« from it, otherwiſe, ſaid he, the nr 


* would become illiterate and ignorant; 
Remember what advantage you derive | 
from their peculiar principles, in a con- 

troverſy with the Papiſts. When you are 
engaged in a debate with them, you pro- 
perly, and juſtly, inſiſt upon the ſuffi- 


ciency of Scripture, and the right of pri- 
vate judgment; and theſe are the very 
principles upon which we diſſent from 
your Church: But when you are engaged 
in a i debate with a Nonconformiſt, he is 
© 


2 


prelſed in all the weight of councils; 


fathers, and Church- authority; the very 


arguments urged againſt yourſelves by the 


Papiſts: and, indeed, without offence, I 


hope to ſpeak it, your beſt writers would 


not make a very ſhining. figure, in a diſ- 


pute with a crafty. Jeſuit, did they not 
ſtand on our ground, and borrow. their 


weapons from our arſenal. . 


This is true, my Lords, and you cans | 
not pretend to deny it. Would, you, 


therefore, treat with diſreſpect, I will not 


ſay, with contempt, a reſpectable body of 


men, who have always been your willing 
and ready coajutors in a cauſe, which, EF 


am firmly perſuaded, you have very mych 


at heart? Will you behave to them, as 


| you do to your open and avowed ene- 
mies? This is what I by no means ex- 


pect, from the liberality, candour, and 
piety of your preſent bench : and there- 


fore 1 flatter myſelf, (1 hope not without 


ſufficient grounds) that if the Diſſenting 


Miniſters, ſhould again apply for relief in | 
«the matter of Subſcription, you will con- | 
fider them as fellow-workers. with you. in 


dM 


£954 


8 32 | - 
the INTER Gast of Proteſtantiſm, and | 
that, as:ſuch;- they will be aided and ſup< 

ported by e the venerable F athers of 
the Church! | 
But I muſt toy addreſs wytkif t to 163. 
vetſaries of another complexion; to thoſe 
of my own brethren, who have ſcruples to 
the bill, on account of doctfines. Some 
of them have no objection to the doctri- 
nal part of the Thirty-nine Articles, anjd 
| have already ſubſcribed them, and a few - 
others, are willing and ready to ſub- ” 
ſeribe. 95 

Doctrines, buntlievs. 1 would hw en- 
tirely out of the queſtion, becauſe, in- 
| deed, they are altogether foreign to it. 
However my ſentiments may differ from 


the Thirty-nine Articles, and I confeſs; 


that they are materially-different ; yet that, 
is not the great and chief reaſon, why I 
am fo defirous of being delivered from 
the burthen of Subſcription, No, my 
principal reaſon is, that 1 acknowledge 


no man, or body of men, my maſter or 


| maſters, in matters of religion. I am the 
en of Jeſus, and d glory in that cha- 
racter, 


racer, as a moſt W and exalted 
character; much ſuperior. to the higheſt 
earthly dignities. A Chriſtian I profeſs 
myſelf to be, a member of the univerſal 
Church, of which Chriſt is the ſole head 1 
and while I. live, I hope it will be my 
great concern, to be found faithful to my 
Maſter, whatever difficulties and trials 1 
may be called to ſuffer on that account. 
Now, were the Thirty-nine Articles of 
the eſtabliſned Church perfectly agree | 
able to my own ſentiments, yet, being a 
human formulary, and impoſed by, the 
civil magiſtrate, I could not, in con- 
ſcience, ſubſcribe them. The ſubſcrib= 
ing of them would be, in my opinion, 
to give up my pretenſions and claim to 
the character of a Chriſtian. This, my bre- 
thren, is the fundamental principle of every 
conſiſtent. Proteſtant Diſſenter; ; and there- 
fore, as ſuch, no man can ſubſcribe, 


even ſhould the Articles, in every parts 3 


: _ expreſs his own opinion. 
I ſolemnly declare, before God and ths. 
world, Wag," if I have any acquaintance | 


0 RE ape =: 


1 
1 * 


with my own ng n in oph- 5 
| nion is a matter of vety little or no con- 
cern to me. I truly reſpect and eſteem 
| perſons of all denominations, Who. love 
the Lord Jeſus Chriſt in ſincerity; and I 
earneſtly wiſh that all diſtinctions, with 
regard to fentiment, were buried in ever- 
laſting oblivion; and that no conteſt 
ſhould ever have place among Chriſtian 
Miniſters, but who ſhould moſt diligent- 
ly and faithfully promote the intereſt of | 
the ſacred: Goſpel in the world. But as 
this is an event rather deſirable than 
rahabie, all we can do is to guard againſt 
giving offence to one another; to livre 
and love as brethren, and as heirs of * 13 
: fame. promiſes through grace. | - mn 
Von, gentlemen, are deſirous of an op- 
portunity, publicly, to declare your re- 
is ſentiments. God forbid, that you 
ſhould be deprived of this liberty, ſo long 
as it is your on free choice. You have a 
right to it; a right founded in nature, in 
the exerciſe of which no man can abridge 
To without being Balle of a degree of 
per- 
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HE aunt But this fs no teaſ6n" at all 


Why the Toleration Act ſhould remain in 
its preſent very imperfect ſtate. Though 
you have no objection to Subſcription, it | 
its preſent form, you know that many of 
your brethren have, and would 7975 de- 
: Boy them of their liberty? 
Soppoſing a time ſhould come, and 
there is great reaſon to believe that ſueh 
a time is at no great diſtance, when the 
preſent ſet of Articles ſhall be altered, 
and others ſubſtituted i in their room, not 

| _ oily different from, but alſo directly con- 
trary to them; your ſituation then would 
be far from agreeable. | Would you not 
in ſuch a caſe look upon yourſelves as 
expoſed to great hardſhips, on account 
of Subſcription ? And would you not have 
very great, and very juſt reaſons to com- 

7 

As there Is reaſon to imagine, this 
ſomething. of this kind is now in agita« 
tion, I preſume, that it would be your 
dom, gentlemen, immediately and 
cod to enter into ſuch nicaſures with 
.D „ your 


E 8 
your brethren, as will now relieve them, 
and hereafter may relieve vou. Vour re- 


9 ligious opinions will. not, in the leaſt, be 


affected, by an enlargement of the Tole- 
ration Act; and I dare ſay, if it be found 
neceſſary, and you deſire it, ſufficient 
care will be taken to leave you room to 
make a public profeſſion of your faith. 

The only alteration will be, that no one 
will be forced to make any ſuch public 
profeſſion, unleſs it be my; - 007 free 
Choice. i F 
If it be 3 that Kath 5 12 
cles are altered, ſome alteration muſt alſo 
take place in the Act of Toleration; 5 
even, then, your circumſtances may be 
difficult. The moſt you can perhaps ex- 

pect, will be the preſent ſituation of your 
nonſubſcribing brethren: for that muſt 
be the caſe, ſhould any ſubſcription, at 
all be required from Proteſtant Diflenting ; 
Miniſters. But if this burthen is now 

removed, neither of us are any way con- 
Sa whether, the Articles are Tk 
os „ 


PLE. 


© 1 
Theſe conſiderations, in gniplicity of 
| heart, and Chriſtian love, 1 ſubmit, wor- 


thy brethren, to your moſt ſerious atten- - 
tion. Reflect upon the hardſhips to which 


| many excellent and pious Miniſters are 
now expoled, and do not forget, that it 
is poſſible, in the flucuating ſtate of all 
human affairs, ſomething like this ſitu- 


ation may be your own hereafter. ' If 
you coolly attend to theſe thoughts, I 


hope that an oppoſition to the meaſures of 


your brethren, will appear to yourſelves, 

as rather ungenerous, uncandid, and, in- 

deed, unchriſtian, <= - BE” 
Some among you, perhaps, may N : 


der Subſcription, . in its preſent mode, 


as a check upon ſentiments which ap- 


pear to you erroneous. If you look a- 5 


round, you will immediately ſee, that 
Subſcription doth not anſwer this end. 


It neither diminiſhes, nor, in the leaſt, 

prevents the growth and ſpread of almoſt 
innumerable differing ſentiments in the 
Church. That obſervation of Dr. Owen 
taken notice of by two learned ape wor= 
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thy brethren, in their joint letter to ſome 
Proteſtant Diſſenting Miniſters, i is deſerv- 
ing of the utmoſt attention; namely, 
that for three hundred years the Church 


* 


ec had no aſſiſtance from any magiſtrate 


againſt Heretics; and yet, in all that 


* ſpace; there was not one long-lived, or 


- 


0. far-ſpreading hereſy in een of 


1 thoſe that followed.” 
This is, indeed, a true represantation 


by the een for while the power and 


policy of the world were united againſt 
the Church, it was nothing like fo cor- 


rupt as it afterwards became, when ſub- 


ſcription was framed, and n e . 


f eg by the magiſtrate. 

- Nay; if the penal jaws againſt "STIR 
| ode now put into execution, which 
I truſt they never will, I do not think 


chat the number of Sectariſts would in 
the leaft decreaſe; becauſe compulſion, 


in teligious matters, never did any good d 
but always a great deal of harm. The 


human mind revolts at the very idea of 


_ force upon n. ; and the more a 


r : 4 man 


"Y 39 „ 
man ale att GA 
ments, the more ſtrongly he is always 

prepoſſeſſed in their favbur. Subſeription 
: therefore canhotprevent;citherthegrowth, 
or the ſpread of religious opinions. 
Heſides, brethren, permit me to ob- 
5 ſerve, that if you thus contend for ſub - 
ſcription to human articles of faith, you 
give up the very firſt principle upon 
which you ground your ſeparation from 
the eſtabliſnment; that is, the ſufficiency 
of ſcripture: in all matters of Chriſtian 
faith, and Chriſtian practice. This was 
the principle upon which the Reforma- 
this is ſtill the only real foundation of 


our diſſent from the Church of England. 


If we give up this principle, we are, in- 
deed, any thing but Proteſtant Diſſenters. 
As long therefore as any contend for 
other teſts of orthodoxy, than the word 
of God, they are neither Proteſtant: Diſ⸗ 
ſenters, nor, in truth, conſiſtent Chri- 
* as Ar rod 1 one |: bi n a 


4 Is | as 4 F 2 
a 4 1 4 I MH, ; * 


tw) 


The manner in which the late applica+ 
tion to parliament was made, . hath alſo 
been objected to by a few of our brethren, 


They ſay, that to pray for leave to bring 
in a bill for relief to Proteſtant: Diſſent- 


ing Miniſters, tutors, and ſchoolmaſters, 


ſeems to imply, t that the paſſing of ſuch 
a bill was agreeable to, and deſired by, 


_ every particular miniſter, of every deno: 


mination. This they think jmproper, as 
it ſeems to be a kind of reflection upon 
thoſe gentlemen who have ſubſcribed the 
Articles required by the Act of Toleration. 


Thus the matter was underſtood by 2 


very worthy brother, who in my bearing 


ſaid, he would not have the honourable 


«:Houſe of Commons think, that he 
5 did not believe i in doctrines which wh 
—— ſubſcribed.” + 285 
To prevent all objections af 8 na- 
le I apprehend, that in a future appli- 
cation, the method of procgeding ſhould 


| be changed; that is, a petition ſhould 


be carried to the Houſe, praying for 
epi and e . pation mage fo 
| leave 


| Ty 41 ) 
leave to bring in a bill for that purpoſe, | 
This was the original ſcheme, but cir- 
cumſtances obliged us to alter it. If this 
method is purſued, all grounds of com- 
plaint From this quarter muſt, in my opi- 
nion, totally vaniſh away; for the peti- 
tion will be confidered by the Houſe, 
as the petition onLy of thoſe perſons. 
| whoſe names are to it. Notwithſtanding 
what hath been infinuated to the con- 
trary, I am ſatisfied, that the liſt . 
names will appear reſpectable indeed. 
In the Poſtſcript of Mr. Mauduirs 
eme, entitled, The Caſe of the 
„ Difſenting Miniſters, addreſſed to the 
Lords Spiritual and Temporal,” an ac- 
count is given, why our country bre- 
thren were not conſulted before the late 
application. However, they have fince 


been applied to, and their opinions of 


the matter appears very clearly, from the 
many aſſociations immediately formed, 
in order to collect the general ſenſe of 
ſo ſcattered a body of people as the Diſ- 
ſenting Miniſters are. And here, it is to 
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be obſerved, thata very. remarkable. una- 


nimity, with regard to the propriety, of 
the meaſure, every where prevailed; for 


thoſe who are Calviniſts, as well as Ar- 


minians, moſt. cordially and readily ſet 
their hands to an approbation of a pe- 
tition to the legiſlature, for relief in the 
matter of ſubſcription; though many of 


them have not the leaſt objection to 
the doctrinal Articles of the Church. 
Their conduct plainly. ſhews, that they 


well underſtand, and have a due regard 
for, the real principles of Proteſtant 
Diſſenters. From what hath been com- 


municated to the gentlemen of the com- 


mittee, there is great reaſon to believe, 


that eight, if not nine, out of ten of 


the Proteſtant Diſſenting Miniſters in 
England and Wales already have, or cer- 
tainly will ſign ſuch a petition. 
Though this uncommon majority will 
give weight to the petition in the eye 


of the ſtate, yet it makes no change in 
ts nature, nor renders a compliance with 


it more reaſonable and juſtz than if it 
: © had 


had only one name ſubſeribed to it: be- 
cauſe an individual hatli as great a right 


to complain of a real grievance, and to 


obtain redreſs, as a large number. What 
is in itſelf fit to be. done, ought to be 
done, whether one man, or ten thouſand 
men, petition for it. However, a large 
majority will always have conſiderable 
influence upon the legiſlature, becauſe it 
plainly diſcovers the ſpirit of the times, 
to which in general it is moſt prudent 
to ſubmit. I am not without hope 
that this great majority in favour of the 
petition will have ſome influence upon 
you alſo, my brethren; at leaſt, to put 
an end to oppoſition: if it ſhould not, 
your conduct will not be altogether con- 
ſiſtent with the meek, une and peace- 
able ſpirit of the Goſpel. S 7 
In matters of mere ſpeculation, wi 
and ſcripture direct to mutual forbear- 
ance; to grant our neighbour the ſame 
liberty which we claim to ourſelves 3 
therefore as your private ſentiments can 
* * affected by our petition, you 
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cannot, on the principles of reaſon” or 
"(eripruce, have any objection to it. 

There is another, and indeed, a very 


J material reaſon, in my opinion, why the 


name of every miniſter, and, if poſſible, 
figned with his own hand, ſhould be ſent 


to the committee, and that is this; ſhould 


the honourable - Houſes of Parliament 
think proper to demand a ſight of - this 
lit, the committee then will have it in 
their power to ſatisfy them. This is 


aid, on the ſuppoſition that a few names 
only, who may be choſen for that pur- 
poſe, be ſet to the petition ſent into the 


Houſe; for if all the names are to it, 
they cannot want that ſatisfaction. 
Ikf, after all, gentlemen, you thould 


 Interpoſe, . and by your pens, or influ- 


ence, endeavour to clog the meaſures of 
your brethren, who. are deſirous. of ob- 
taining relief in the matter of Subſcrip- 
tion, as you cannot in the nature of the 
thing be injured, you will excuſe me, 
when I ſay, < that you know not what 
ſpirit you are of; that you are actuated 


* 


4 


4160 


: by. principles unworthy. of your cha- 


5 racters, as the diſciples of Jeſus, and, 


indeed, are abettors of oppreſſion and 
perſecution. 55 

But forbear, and 1 pardon, bre= 
thren, for even ſuppoſing that any one 
Proteſtant Diſſenting Miniſter will ſo far 
forget his principles, as to wiſh that a 
fellow Chriſtian ſhould be deprived of 
that liberty wherewith Chriſt has made 


him free.” In the words of the ſacred 


| writer, „we are perſuaded better things 
of you—though we thus ſpeak.” 

And now, gentlemen, I have done. I 
have without fear, favour, or affection to 
any man, in the ſpirit of the Goſpel, I 
truſt, laid before you my ſentiments 
with regard to the enlargement of the 
Toleration Act. I hope you will candidly 


attribute to any cauſe, but to a wilful per- 


ſuaſion, or miſ- repreſentation, the miſtakes 
into which I may have fallen. I ſincerely 
wiſh, and pray, that this artleſs detail of 
facts, and this plain reaſoning, may have 
; "me influence * all perſons concern- 

ed. 
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I. My motive in writing was to ſorve t he 
5 caut e of Chriſt my Saviour, a cauſe, believe 
me, I have as much at heart as any 


- 


one among you. For this reaſon, 1 have 


my 


ſpoken my mind freely, ani out dit 
9 75 the Et diſtant i intention 15 
| gentleman i in the 
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